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Alison Easterling P’20.

Dongre and Finacchio 
Compete In Shakespeare 

Competition 
Thus, she enjoyed performing a come-
dic monologue. She found this mono-
logue especially relatable, and therefore 
entertaining, to research and deliver. “I 
was just going for a piece that a lot of 
people could relate to…I thought that 
was just a really fun way to play that 
kind of girl...and it was a really fun en-
ergy to channel,” she said. 

One of the struggles Finacchio faced 
involved finding time to practice his 
performance. He had only been noti-
fied that he would be participating in 
the Princeton Branch Competition the 
Thursday before the competition. “I 
needed to go back and review the son-
net a bit because I don’t think I really 
had the chance to fully absorb it the 
first time…that was definitely a chal-
lenge,” he said. That being said, Finac-
chio particularly enjoyed working with 
his director: “It was a really nice chance 
to bond with...him and really work 
with him one-on-one,” he said. 

Although preparing was a difficult 
process, Finacchio mentioned, “Mem-
orization is never a blast, but it’s fun 
to wrestle with the language. It’s not 
easy content because it’s in practically 
a different language, but there’s always 
something interesting to find in [the 
words]…There are seven elements of 
theatre, including plot, spectacle, char-
acter, diction, theme, and audience. 
Shakespeare is considered to be one of 
the only playwrights who uses all seven 
of them as principle elements.” 

Similarly, Dongre said, “I think 
Shakespeare is so beautiful…I think it’s 
really fun because when you get used to 
[his language], you are able to under-
stand it as you’re reading it, rather than 
having to go back a million times. It lets 
you pick up on his wordplay and jokes.”

Looking forward, both Dongre and 
Finacchio hope to attend similar events. 
Dongre’s main goal for next year’s com-
petition is to make it to nationals, and 
Finacchio looks forward to competing 
at nationals, hoping to place in the top 
three. “Whatever pops up, I’ll be ready 
and able to enjoy it,” Finacchio said. 

The Model Minority 
Myth

The rise in anti-Asian rac-
ism was not spontaneous: 
Addressing the damag-
ing model minority myth 
and finding truth in the 
complex racial dynamics of 
America.
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The Best Stadium 
Foods of All Time

Missing the feeling of chow-
ing down while watching your 
favorite team in person? Mi-
chael Sotisrescu ’22 identifies 
the best stadium foods you 
should have when fans can 
return to the arena.
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This past Monday, February 22, 
Lawrenceville announced Associate 
Dean of Faculty Alison Easterling 
P’20 as its new Dean of Academics, 
effective July 1, 2021. 

According to Head of School 
Stephen S. Murray H’55 ’65 P’16, 
“The Dean of Academics is in charge 
of the curriculum and life in the 
classroom, energizing the academic 
life of the school and maintaining 
it at the highest standard.” 

Overall, Easterling hopes “to play 
a role in helping bring the school 
out of this Covid-19 period and to 
look ahead to what might be next 
in terms of thinking about our cur-
riculum and who and what we are 
as a school” through focusing on 
staff leadership, integration, and 
diversity on campus. Regarding 
the curriculum implications of her 
office, Easterling said, “I am hoping 
to work with the department chairs 
and talk about how we might begin 
to think about expanding the kind 
of leadership roles that they play in 
their departments…to grow their 
positions as academic leaders on 
campus.”

Easterling believes that diversity, 
equity and inclusion (DEI) is a 
large priority for the School and 
that promoting these values will be 
“very important for Lawrenceville’s 
future.” She was the Co-Chair of 
the DEI Task Force in 2018, which 

sought to find room for improvement 
in areas such as residential programs 
for staff, faculty issues, and hiring 
practices at Lawrenceville. 

According to Easterling, one of the 
goals for the task force was “to have 
issues of inclusion really become part 
of the school landscape, whether we’re 
talking about academics and curricu-
lar issues or residential programming 
in the houses [or] athletics.”

To incorporate these issues of 
inclusion into every aspect of 
Lawrenceville, Easterling worked 
with Athletic Director Tripp Wel-
borne H’58 P’21 and other staff 
members to help create the position 
of a Dean of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion, currently held by Rick 
Holifield. This year, her focus has been 
on the recruitment and retainment of 
faculty of color. “We’re aspiring to get 
to a place where at least 30 percent 
of our employees are employees of 
color, specifically faculty,” she said, 
“And once we reach that goal, we 
won’t just stop; it’ll be a process, but 
this is a big aspirational target for 
the next several years.”

Over the summer, she also played 
a large role in designing the struc-
ture for the Fall and Winter Terms, 
ranging from testing schedules to 
classes. One project that she has been 
especially proud of is the learning 
lab she’s helped create in the Clark 
Music Center, where children of fac-
ulty and employees can attend their 
virtual classes and have fun with some 
Covid-19 safe activities. “I’m really 
proud of that because I think that 

Black Artists in 
History

Exploring the works and 
legacies of influential 
Black artists: painter 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, 
dancer Misty Copeland, 
and photographer Gor-
don Parks.
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provided a lot of support to our staff 
and faculty when they really needed 
it,” she said. 

With the hybrid Spring Term 
approaching quickly, Easterling has 
also had her hands full planning for 
a successful conclusion to the school 
year. She has been particularly focused 
on the student experience and notes 
that “to ensure a better classroom 
experience, [she] and [current Dean 
of Academics David Laws P’21 ’23] 
have already participated in some 
trials trying to figure out some ways 
to improve the audio issues in the 
classrooms.”

Murray, Co-Chair of the Dean 
of Academics Search Committee, 
ultimately selected Easterling for 
the role due to her “methodical yet 
creative mindset.” Murray noted that 
“she has the ability to methodically 
[unpack] an issue and the problems 
and challenges that the people that 
are involved experience, as well as 
[whom] it’s going to affect,” he said.

He also mentioned that she had a 
“deep understanding of the rhythm 
of life in a boarding school,” and, 
more importantly, an ability to “build 
relationships and collaborate with 
others.” 

“Real leadership comes from being 
able to [inspire] people [to follow] 
you, building the case for doing some-
thing differently or making a change 
and getting people on board...I have 
high hopes and incredible faith in her. 
She is an all-in school person—she 
has an incredible work ethic and gets 
things done,” he said.

Alison Easterling P’20 Selected As 
New Dean of Academics

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

This past Sunday, Kaj Dongre ’22 
and Zack Finacchio ’21 competed at the 
Princeton Branch Shakespeare Compe-
tition. They became the first competi-
tors from the same school to place in 
the top two, with Finacchio placing first 
and Dongre placing second. 

Earlier this year, the two of them 
competed in Lawrenceville’s own 
Shakespeare competition held in co-
operation with the English Speaking 
Union (ESU). In this round, they were 
judged on their performance by Mat-
thew Campbell, Katherine O’Malley 
H’07, and Miranda Christofferson P’14 
‘18. Within the Lawrenceville competi-
tion, Dongre placed first while Finac-
chio placed second. They both success-
fully moved onto the next round at the 
Princeton Branch Competition. In both 
rounds, each participant performed 
both a sonnet and a monologue.

Dongre decided to perform “Son-
net 90”, which follows the rejection and 
subsequent breakdown of a couple’s 
relationship. She described this son-
net as “dark and sentimental.” Looking 
for a contrast between her two perfor-
mances, for her monologue, she chose 
a scene from As You Like It, a Shake-
speare comedy, through the lens of a 
character named Phoebe. “I chose that 
one because I wanted to take on a light-
hearted character [who] I could show a 
different side of,” Dongre said. 

On the other hand, Finacchio chose 
“Sonnet 95”, which tells the story of 
“being flooded with love for somebody 
and watching how out of control you 
let yourself get.” He followed that with 
a performance of a monologue from 
King Lear from the perspective of Ed-
gar, who is running away from his fam-
ily thinking that his father is out to kill 
him. 

Outside of this competition, most of 
Dongre’s experiences with Shakespeare 
revolved around dark tragedies, such 
as her performance as Titus in Titus 
Andronicus in Freshman Shakespeare. 

Dongre and Finacchio. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Though Covid-19 has 
changed countless fac-
ets of our lives—classes, 

travel, events and graduations—
it doesn’t have to take away this 
year’s spring athletic season as 
well. With so many Lawrencev-
ille athletes currently competing 
at a level where they can be re-
cruited, this spring is essential: 
thus, we as a community must do 
everything we can to preserve the 
season. Lawrenceville must fol-
low through with participating 
in athletics at an interscholastic 
level this spring.

Contrary to popular belief, ath-
letics during the pandemic, when 
done right, are safe. Take Iowa 
State University, for example. This 
past season, the university’s foot-
ball team ran on a motto of sacri-
fice. In order to keep their season 
alive, players made small sacrifices 
that effectively snowballed into a 
complete defense against the virus. 
For example, Head Coach Matt 
Campbell pushed for typical quar-
antines, mask-wearing, and dis-
tancing protocols. Yet Iowa State’s 
greatest triumph was its control of 
off-field interactions. Even when 
Iowa State played teams with few-
er safety protocols or less cautious 
players, the close contact on the 

As we enter the remaining 
months of the school year, 
another Board of The Law-

rence finishes its tenure and fades 
into Lawrenceville history. New 
editors are chosen, new writers are 
featured, new pages are distributed, 
and life simply moves on, but just as 
in previous years, our student body 
has failed to match the level of en-
gagement that a newspaper needs. 
We seem to have forgotten about 
the importance of campus journal-
ism, with many of us writing for 
the sake of being published. There 
is rarely ever any sustained, mean-
ingful dialogue on what is printed in 
these pages.

We, as editors, are not here to co-
erce you into writing for us in the 
fleeting weeks we have left on the 
job. Nor are we here to vainly flaunt 
our work. We are simply here to ar-
gue that our student body lacks in 
journalistic engagement on campus 
and to explain to you why we think 
Lawrentians need to play more ac-
tive roles in student publications, 
reading or writing, The Lawrence or 
not. As students who seek to engage 
in a democracy and leave a lasting 
legacy on our world, we have a social 
responsibility to first understand 
more about our own community 
before moving onto another. Ne-
glecting to do so will only widen our 
emotional and social distance from 
others and exacerbate any ignorance 
in our worldviews. 

Through House and Harkness, 
our student body prides itself on our 
connectedness, but when it comes to 
reading about a faculty member’s life 
experiences or about a sports team’s 
winning match over the weekend, 
we seem to struggle to dedicate 

two minutes of our time to learn 
more about those around us. While 
over 150 students have contributed 
to The Lawrence at least once over 
the past year, our writer base pales 
in comparison to the approximate-
ly 800 students studying at Law-
renceville. We understand that not 
every student is particularly fond 
of writing, but engaging in a fas-
cinating interview with a commu-
nity member or covering a unique 
musical performance all serve as 
ways for us to better connect with 
our community. Perhaps listening 
to a faculty member describe his or 
her passions may allow you to de-
velop a greater appreciation of his 
or her work. Learning more about 
the intricacies of performing and 
visual arts from a classmate may 
inspire you to dabble with the disci-
pline yourself.  Cheering alongside 
bleachers of Lawrentians may en-
courage you to attend more games 
in the future.  Collaborating with a 
peer to take a stance on polarizing 
real-world events may deepen your 
understanding of geopolitics or 
domestic issues. On-campus jour-
nalism exposes us to opportunities, 
oftentimes serendipitously, that we 
otherwise would rarely have access 
to.

One of the greatest gifts that jour-
nalism provides us with is an oppor-
tunity to engage in dialogue. While 
our Harkness discussions certainly 
allow us to foster similar kinds of 
civil discourse, campus journalism 
serves as a platform for students 
to take a deep-dive in certain top-
ics and converse about out-of-class 
topics. In our past year as editors, 
we have rarely ever received stu-
dent requests to write an article in 

field did not result in an increase in 
Covid-19 cases. Over the course of 
the season, the National federation 
of State High School Associations 
(NFHS) found that on-field inter-
action carries a low transmission 
risk—it is off-field social interac-
tions that pose the most danger to 
players. Iowa State was ultimately 
successful in fending off Covid-19 
because of its strict off-field mask-
ing and social distancing protocols.

Following the same trend, the 
National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation’s (NCAA’s) basketball 
league restarted operations on 
November 25, 2020, after a 
recess. So far, the league 
has been able to con-
duct upwards of 20 
games a day at ven-
ues across the country, 
all the while keeping its 
a t h l e t e s safe. This is 
largely due to the uni-
versal protocols the league 
h a s put out to all partici-
p a t - ing organizations: social 
distancing off the court, mandatory 
mask-wearing, and strict saniti-
zation of arenas. With all of these 
precautions in effect, the league 
looks forward to conducting the fa-
mous March Madness tournament 
this coming month. Though bas-
ketball is a high-contact, high-risk 
indoor competition, the NCAA has 

response to one published the week 
prior, even when our issues featured 
countless contentious editorials and 
articles with the potential to spark 
fruitful back-and-forths; this limits 
the number of perspectives we can 
offer across our tenure. We seem to 
have fostered a writing culture that 
prioritizes simply publishing rather 
than using articles to converse with 
one another. A prime example of 
what we must aim for was evident 
in the New York Times and the Wall 
Street Journal editorials on the wide-
spread energy failures in Texas last 
week. The two publications featured 
back-and-forth analysis refuting 
each other’s evidence and claims in 
great detail. Such exchanges deepen 
the understanding of anyone who 
reads those pieces, as reading two 
valid, yet drastically different, argu-
ments makes one rethink his or her 
own beliefs and values.

Checking out the newest student 
publications or signing up to write 
an article in response to one that 
intrigued you the week prior costs 
little yet offers a significant pay-off. 
This benefit is amplified by the fact 
that many of the people whom we 
sit next to in class, compete along-
side on playing fields, and reside 
alongside in our houses are the ones 
contributing informative content to 
Lawrenceville’s long list of publica-
tions. Something as small as asking 
him or her why he or she believes in 
a certain point of view, or how he 
or she covered that particular school 
event, not only validates the signif-
icance of the individual’s work, but 
may also serve as the start of a flour-
ishing exchange of ideas.

This editorial represents the view of 
The Lawrence, Vol CXL.

shown that with 
proper off-
court proto-
cols, the spread 
of Covid-19 is far less 
likely. If basketball can 
continue, why can’t 
outdoor spring 
sports do the 
same? One 
p a p e r 
f r o m 
the 

B r i t i s h 
Journal of Sports Medi-

cine concluded that “Despite 
a high number of tackle involve-
ments and close proximity inter-
actions between SARS-CoV-2 
positive players and players on 
the same and opposition teams 
during a rugby league match…
in-game SARS-CoV-2 transmis-
sion is limited during these types 
of team sport activities played out-
doors.” Thus, as long as we take 
the necessary off-field precau-
tions, outdoor sports (even 
high-contact ones) will pose 
a minimal risk to students.

Lawrenceville itself 
was extremely suc-
cessful in keep-
ing Covid-19 

at bay while still holding athletic 
events in the fall. I was able 

to throw shot and disc 
with the track team and 
even participate in mock 
meets, all the while stay-

ing safe from the virus. 
Even in the midst of 
a global pandemic, 
Lawrenceville con-
ducted on-campus 
athletics and kept 

student positiv-
ity rates to less 
than 0.1 per-
cent. If sports 
posed an ex-
treme risk to 
communi t y 
health, those 

numbers likely 
would have been 

higher. 
In the same way that 

we successfully curbed 
the spread of Covid-19 
in the fall, neighboring 
schools can follow our 
example as well. If we 
can create a community 
of similar institutions 

willing to work to-
wards a common 
goal, we can real-
ize the dream of a 

spring season. Perhaps, for the first 
time, Lawrenceville and The Hill 
School will be able to work together 
on the sports field.

I can also attest to the critical role 
that athletics played in the success 
of the Fall Term on the whole with 
regard to student mental health. 
During a normal term, cabin fever 
leaves many of us spending hours 
in one location cramming for a 
final exam. But when cabin fever 
becomes the norm, any outdoor ex-
ercise one can get is therapeutic. In 
fact, the NCAA notes that athletics 
in dire circumstances contribute to 
overall positive mental health. We 
can take our progress from the Fall 
Term one step further by allowing 
students to enjoy outdoor sports 
and the excitement of interscholas-
tic competition. 

Of course, Lawrenceville would 
love to compete interscholastically 
this spring. Most athletes desper-
ately want the season to continue. 
The question is: how we can con-
duct a season in a manner that keeps 
everyone as safe as possible? Look-
ing at the success of larger leagues 
provides an answer: proper off-field 
protocols such as mask-wearing, 
social distancing, and restrictions 
on equipment sharing. Ultimately, 
if we implement and follow these 
procedures, we should be able to 
compete interscholastically.

Photo of the Week: Danica Bajaj ’21

The Case for Spring Sports
Why Lawrenceville Should Follow Through on Interscholastic Sports

Andrew BoAnoh ’23

Min Kim  ’21 /THE LAWRENCE
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“hypocrisy” of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment is illogical. It follows the same flawed log-
ic of the model minority myth, generalizing the 
African-American community as completely 
homogenous, all sharing a consistent ideol-
ogy. Racism and the intricate racial dynamics 
within America are complicated, multifaceted 
subjects—people from different races can be 
both subjected to racism and perpetuate racism. 
Yet most view these issues as linear and hier-
archical. As a result, Asian-American are often 
stuck in a racial limbo, usually off the public’s 
radar and only occasionally appearing as either 
a foreign national threat or as a convenient card 
to put down another minority group. America 
constantly racially profiles Asians, yet struggles 
to find a definitive spot to place Asians on the 
“racial pyramid.” Other minorities view them as 
closer in status to whites, but of course, white 
people do not view Asians as such. 

This begs the question: where do Asians fall? 
Have they really been subject to racism, and if so, 
how much? In truth, suffering is not as quanti-
fiable as we’d like to think. No, racism in Amer-
ica is much messier—it is a web of interwoven 
communities acting and reacting to each other, 
hating and being hated. Most first-generation 
Asian immigrants have preferred to lay low; to 
many like my parents, bigotry was a small price 
to pay in order to access America’s abundance 
of economic opportunities. Our generation, on 
the other hand, grew up in America. We have 
inculcated within us the rhetoric of American 
freedom and liberty, regardless of its reality; we 
are tired of being mentioned solely to put down 
others. Already, online communities have taken 
to social media to establish solidarity between 
minorities, breaking free from destructive ste-
reotypes and standing against racism. We are 
#NotYourModelMinority. 

Scrolling through Facebook’s “subtle asian 
traits”—the Asian-American’s Facebook 
group of choice—I stumbled across a 

post of actor Daniel Dae Kim announcing a 
$25,000 reward to identify the assailant of a 
91-year-old Asian man in Oakland, California. 
Within minutes, news outlet notifications start 
popping up on my screen covering Kim’s post. 
A string of violent, unprovoked attacks against 
elderly Asian citizens have left several injured 
and one man dead. However, while stories 
like Kim’s have garnered some attention, most 
instances of anti-Asian violence have not made 
it to the national news. The minimal media 
coverage of these cases reflects the widespread 
nonchalance and ignorance towards the racial 
violence Asians have endured. While the 
onslaught is in part attributed to our former 
president’s inflammatory words, deeming 
Covid-19 the “Kung flu,” xenophobia against 
Asians has a much deeper root in American 
culture, extending far beyond these past two 
years. 

The term “model minority,” first coined 
in the 1960s, has long been utilized to drive a 
racial wedge between America’s minority com-
munities. The term states that Asians achieve 
more educational and economic success than 
their immigrant counterparts in American so-
ciety. At first glance, the common Hollywood 
Asian characters acting as “nerds” (thick glasses, 
accents, and more) labelled Asians as intelligent 
and hardworking, yet docile, might seem posi-
tive. However, doing so also stereotyped Asians 
as math-driven, career-focused, and two-
dimensional. Often, this perception of Asian 
success is used to dismiss accusations of Asian 

xenophobia, so much so that Asians are often 
left out of America’s racial equation. Even more 
worryingly, the term “model minority” has since 
been used by mainstream white culture to 
shame other minority groups, espe-
cially the African-American 
community, making the 
flawed, victim-blaming 
argument that the Black 
struggle is not due to 
institutionalized rac-
ism, but rather some 
innate character de-
fect. In “elevating” 
Asians, white 
America dele-
gitimizes the 
narratives of 
other groups, 
creating re-
sentment be-
tween these 
minority groups 
and ultimately 
placing Asians in 
a strange state of 
limbo. 

 The “model 
minority” term 
overgeneralizes the Asian 
community, making it seem like a 
completely homogenized group. In 
reality, “Asian” describes more than 
30 different ethnic groups. While 
conservative rhetoric claims “statis-
tics” back the story of Asian-Amer-
ican success, a more nuanced analysis shows 
otherwise. Within the Asian-American group, 
Bhutanese-Americans have far higher rates of 
poverty than other Asian populations. Further-

more, although some Asian ethnic groups may 
live comfortably, 11 percent of Asian American 
ethnic groups live well below the poverty line. 
In a historical context, the supposed success 

implied by the model minority myth 
originates from the 1965 Im-

migration Act, which cherry-
picked Asian doctors, engi-
neers, and scientists over other 
professions. This select group 
of highly educated Asians and 
their children are what make 
up the majority of the tailored 

success story.
Any argu-

ment that 
Asians have 
s o m e h o w 
succeeded in 
America due 
to the lack of 
discrimina-

tion ignores 
the “glass ceil-

ing” unfairly 
capping Asian 

success. Despite 
having Ameri-
can colleges’ 

greatest graduation rates, 
Asian-Americans make up less 

than 1.5 percent of the top executives 
in Fortune 1000 firms despite being 5.6 
percent of the population. Studies done 

in the aftermath of the 2008 recession 
showed that racial bias was a key factor in 

the disproportionate unemployment levels of 
highly educated Asian-Americans compared 
to whites of similar credentials. This enormous 
imbalance between education level and success 

As of February 2021, Iran has again 
breached the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), better 

known as the Iran Nuclear Deal by starting 
production of uranium metal. Established in 
2015, Iran and the P5+1 (China, France, Rus-
sia, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Germany) agreed that, in return for lift-
ing sanctions, Iran must reduce its uranium 
stockpile by 97 percent and maintain it be-
low 3.57 percent; non-civilian research such 
as the production of uranium metal was also 
prohibited. This breach highlights the long-
standing conflict between Iran and the U.S. 
that the passage of the JCPOA hoped to re-
solve. Since 1951, Iran and the U.S. have been 
entwined in decades of shadow war, the nexus 
between war and peace. Over the past 70 years, 
this protracted conflict has taken the form of 
economic sanctions, nuclear threats, planned 
assassinations, and small military offensives. 
This shadow war leaves many in fear of the 
horrific potential a full scale U.S.-Iran War 
holds. However, given that a return to the Iran 
Nuclear Deal is entirely achievable, and indeed 
the safest and best route for peace between the 
U.S. and Iran, the restoration of the JCPOA 
should be our most immediate step towards 
establishing stable diplomacy between Iran and 
the Western world—the most sustainable de-
terrent for future conflict. 

The modern conflict between Iran and 
the U.S. began when Mohammad Mossa-
degh, who, during his first few days as Prime 
Minister of Iran, nationalized Britain’s Anglo-
Persian Oil company (later known as British 
Petroleum) in Iran. In a rage, Britain and the 
U.S. joined forces in Operation Ajax, a coup 
that overthrew Mossadegh in 1953. This act 

tarnished subsequent relations between the 
Iranian people and the U.S. In the coming 
years, the U.S. supported the regime of Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who stepped into 
his role as an official monarch. Iranians who 
disapproved of Pahlavi’s immoral despotism 
instigated the Iranian Revolution in 1979, 
which resulted in the overthrow of 
the pro-Western monarchy and 
the creation of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. Relative to this shift, the 
U.S. withdrew support for nuclear 
research in Iran, and Iran’s backing 
of Arab nationalist movements 
in the Middle East placed 
the nation on the U.S. 
Department of State’s 
list of state-sponsors 
of terrorism. This 
antagonistic feud 
triggered economic 
sanctions and mi-
nor wars. Iran’s con-
tinued development 
of nuclear technology 
also prompted the U.S. 
and the other countries 
of the P5+1 to negotiate 
a compromise: hence 
the Nuclear Deal of 
2015, which intended 
to bring momentary, 
fleeting ‘peace.’

On May 8, 2018, former President Trump 
withdrew from the JCPOA. Even though the 
majority of experts believe that the JCPOA 
would effectively curtail a potential nuclear 
threat from Iran for almost two decades, 
Trump’s election campaign rhetoric declared 
that he would approach the Iran conflict with 
a tougher methodology so that “Iran never, 
and I mean never, acquires a nuclear weapon.” 

Following this withdrawal, all draconian sanc-
tions were reimposed in Iran. The sanctions 
proved detrimental to Iran’s economy, costing 
the country billions of dollars worth of trade. 
The effectiveness of these sanctions, however, 
is hotly contested. Iran has not changed its 

regional policies and actually ramped 
up development of a bomb in re-

sponse (as a means of achieving 
greater leverage and forcing new 
negotiations). Trump was also 
unhesitant in using force against 

the Iranians. In 2019, militants 
connected to Qassem Soleimani, 

a leader of the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard 
Corps’ elite Quds 
Force, attacked a 
U.S. military base 
in Iraq, killing a 
civilian contrac-
tor. To send a 
message to 

Ira-
nians, Trump 
killed Solei-

mani, claiming that he 
was “stop[ping] a war.” The United Nations 
deemed the attack likely a violation of inter-
national law, and although some acknowledge 
Trump’s decision to refrain from setting forth 
upon more problematic options, as Dina Es-
dandiary, an Iran expert, puts it, the assassina-
tion “unleashed a Pandora’s box of problems for 
Americans in the region.” When a hostile, or 
even militaristic approach is taken in dealing 
with an already tense conflict, retaliation is to 

be expected, and in weighing the costs and ben-
efits, straying from diplomacy only instigates a 
chain of said retaliations.

T h e threat of nuclear warfare is nigh un-
fathomable; thus, a shift in 

relations between Iran 
and the U.S. would 
be undeniable if Iran 
engages in extensive 
uranium proliferation, 

regard-

less of whether it be for research 
purposes or developing a nuclear weapon. The 
possibility for a full-blown war would skyrocket 
due to the call and response nature of the U.S.-
Iran conflict—the floor we tread would turn to 
brittle glass. Recently, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency has reported that Iran has pro-
duced minute amounts of uranium enriched up 
to 20 percent—just meeting medical research 
levels whereas weapons-grade would mean 
a 90 percent enrichment. This is a large jump 

from their previous violation of the agreement, 
when they enriched their uranium proliferation 
by 4.1 percent following Trump’s withdrawal 
from the deal. While both are blatant breaches 
of the deal, they aren’t absolute acts of defiance 
towards the JCPOA. Iran still allows the IAEA 
to monitor centrifuge activity and has not en-
gaged in any new plutonium activity. The Ira-
nian leadership has made it clear that it was the 
U.S. that first breached the JCPOA, and if swift 
actions are taken by the U.S. to make its inten-
tions clear, such as preemptively lifting sanc-
tions, Iran will likewise again comply with the 
deal. Furthermore, though Biden (in order to 

appeal to conservatives), wants Iran to make 
the first move and return to the agreements 

made in the deal, he has expressed inter-
est in moving forward with diplomacy. It 
would only be right for both sides to stop 
playing politics and begin negotiations 
immediately to facilitate an effective re-

entry into the deal. 
It won’t be simple for Iran to make its re-

turn to the JCPOA, but it is likely. New nego-
tiations are forthcoming due to soon expiring 
sunset clauses (provisions that are automati-
cally terminated if not extended by law) and 
Iranian elections in June. Avoiding impending 
war can be achieved best through immediate 
diplomatic compromise between the Iranian 
government and the U.S. A renewal of the 

deal would reopen Iran’s market, allowing the 
country to begin international relations with 
various companies. A better (even if not per-
fect) relationship with Iran would also smooth 
over a portion of the Middle East conflicts 
that continue to persist. Regardless how bleak 
the situation might seem, it is important to re-
member that neither country truly wants a war; 
thus, both sides must move quickly in starting 
negotiations immediately. 

reveals the reality of racism and the Asian-
American struggle which the model minority 
myth attempts to mask.

In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, implicit 
xenophobia has taken a violent turn, yet both 
the American media and government fail to 
even entertain the possibility of anti-Asian 
violence due to the model minority myth. 
Other than the rare instances of tabloids like 
E! Entertainment following Asian-American 
celebrities’ posts regarding the violence, few na-
tional news outlets have investigated the crimes 
in either the depth or frequency of the occur-
rences. Whatever posts I see on Asian commu-
nity forums such as “subtle asian traits” mostly 
remain there, unseen by the larger American 
public. Following the violent attacks on elderly 
Asian Americans in the Bay Area, groups of 
volunteers have formed, patrolling Chinatowns 
across the country in an effort to prevent vio-
lence. While this is an incredible feat of human 
empathy and solidarity, it also reveals the utter 
inability of the government to properly protect 
its citizens—clearly, African-Americans are not 
alone in experiencing poor protection from law 
enforcement. Government negligence appears 
to be a worrying pattern for all minority groups. 
Local community members, disillusioned 
by the police task force’s failure, have taken it 
upon themselves to exact vigilante justice on 
any prospective perpetrators. New York Chi-
natown’s “Guardian Angels” attests to “physical 
interven[tion]” should there be any harassment. 

Perhaps the most destructive reaction to the 
recent violence is the sudden backlash against 
the Black community. Yahya Muslim and An-
toine Watson, two prominent perpetrators of 
Asian violence, are both African-American. 
Yet the argument that the atrocities enacted by 
these two men are somehow indicative of the 

The Rise in Anti-Asian Racism Was Not Spontaneous
Helen liu ’22

OpiniOns AssOciAte

The Need for Immediate Action 

Why the U.S. Must Restore the Iran Nuclear Deal

Min Kim ’21/THE LAWRENCE

Adeline ZHOu ’23
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Watson addressed Lawrentians about handling stress. 

Nichole JiN ’24
News AssociAte

Lee ’23 Launches CURRENT
Raymond Lee ’23 recently launched 

his own fashion line, CURRENT, 
which he has been developing since 
the summer of last year. Lee held a 
workshop this Wednesday, where he 
dove deeper into fashion and business 
and shared his passion with the Law-
renceville community. 

According to Lee, CURRENT is a 
nonprofit fashion business that aims 
to raise funds and awareness for glob-
al issues and catastrophes. “The main 
goal I want to accomplish [is] prob-
ably...to make the most social change 
as possible while exploring my cre-
ative identity,” said Lee. Additionally, 
he hopes to “assemble a community” 
of Lawrentians who “want to create 
social change” through art and aware-
ness, as he feels that “fashion is not ex-
tremely developed at Lawrenceville.” 

From a young age, Lee “was always 
really interested in art,” and thus, he 
connected his love for fashion with 
his “love for social entrepreneurship.” 
As someone who “really enjoy[s] in-
terdisciplinary learning,” Lee wanted 
to apply his expertise as an artist with 
the leadership skills he gained at the 
Brown University Leadership Insti-
tute, which culminated into a “per-
sonal project.”

When Lee first started developing 
CURRENT, he did “a lot of research 
into the fashion industry and starting 
[a] business.” An important part of 
this research for Lee involved brain-
storming a “grand philosophy” which 
revolves around the fundamental 
principles that underlie a business. “I 
found that all brands that have lon-
gevity have a great grand philosophy, 
so I started at that,” he said. 

As for the design aspect of starting a 
fashion line, drawing and creating his 

Designs from CURRENT. Courtesy of CURRENT

designs “came naturally” to Lee due to 
his experience with art and fashion. “I 
would take my drawings on paper and 
give them to my friend, who special-
izes in iPad drawing; it was basically 
just a translation from paper to digi-
tal,” Lee mentioned on his design pro-
cess in creating the brand. “I decided 
all the colors, set the color schemes, 
and she sort of brought it to life.” 

However, despite Lee’s passion for 
art and design, “Passion is not the 
only thing that goes into a business.” 
He also had to undertake “bump[ier]” 

tasks in starting a business, such as 
reaching out to manufacturers. “[Man-
ufacturers] want to maximize profit as 
much as possible, so why would they 
print something for a very, very small 
business when they can print stuff for 
bigger businesses? That is something 
I had trouble with,” commented Lee 
on one of the struggles he faced in se-
curing a manufacturer. Despite facing 
these hurdles, Lee continued “going 
on Alibaba,” a Chinese e-commerce 
company, and “reaching out to people 

[who] produced plain t-shirts,” even-
tually settling on a manufacturer. “A 
lot of the time, it involved sacrifice 
and trial and error.”

Another roadblock Lee had to 
jump over in his startup process was 
marketing. “It’s just so hard to gain 
traction being a small business,” he 
said. 

After CURRENT’s launch, Lee 
feels that he has been able to “raise 
enough money to make an impact” 
through “selling the clothes” from 
his first collection. Inspired by the 

global pandemic, the clothing he has 
released so far all feature “Covid-19 
designs,” such as “virtual learning 
tracksuit[s].” 

With the profits from this collec-
tion, Lee plans to donate to a charity 
called “Save the Children,” which has 
a Covid-19 relief fund. In the future, 
he also has plans to launch a project 
related to International Women’s Day 
and to “develop the fashion commu-
nity” at Lawrenceville through shar-
ing his story.

VonWachenfeldt Publishes
Book on Religion 

Chair of the Religion and Phi-
losophy Department Dr. Jason 
VonWachenfeldt published his 
first book this past week. The 
book, entitled Religious Episte-
mology through Schillebeeckx and 
Tibetan Buddhism: Reimagining 
Authority Amidst Modern Un-
certainty, is a study analyzing 
how Catholic theologian Ed-
ward Schillebeeckx’s readings on 
Thomist philosophy and Tibetan 
Buddhism might aid in rethink-
ing concepts of religious knowl-
edge. 

VonWachenfeldt sees this ac-
complishment as an extension of 
his passion for philosophical and 
religious studies that he acquired 
in college. “I went to undergrad 
with...an intention of maybe go-
ing to ministry or maybe doing 
something like that,” he said, 
“but then when I got there, I 
kind of realized that I just love...
philosophy and religion.” 

This affinity led VonWachen-
feldt to write extensively on phil-
osophical subjects with the aim 
of becoming a better instructor 
in the classroom. “I’ve always 
seen writing books as a kind of 
process to enable me to [become] 
a better teacher: teaching was al-
ways my goal,” he mentioned. 

VonWachenfeldt decided to 
write Religious Epistemology 
through Schillebeeckx and Tibetan 
Buddhism: Reimagining Author-
ity Amidst Modern Uncertainty 
because he saw potential in com-
paring different religious texts 
and interpretations. “There was 
something that really appealed 

to me...about Tibetan Buddhist 
philosophy that I thought reso-
nated with a lot of the Western 
philosophy that I had done and 
also pushed it and challenged it 
in interesting ways,” he said. 

While writing the book, Von-
Wachenfeldt found himself ask-
ing several questions: “How do 
we believe things, how do we 
pursue things, how do we hold 
standards when we just don’t 
know?” Over time, these self-
reflections led VonWachenfeldt 
to learn a valuable lesson: “One 
of the things I learned very much 
was of the deep meaningfulness, 
the deep values that somebody 
can have from the idea of simply 
just admitting you don’t know. 
That not knowing is not actually 
a shortcoming.” 

Finding the time to write the 
book wasn’t all that easy for 
VonWachenfeldt, however. For 
a time, he would “go to bed, and 
then wake up at 2:00 or 3:00 
[AM] and work just to get some 
uninterrupted focus time” as he 
juggled being a parent, teacher, 
coach, and Head of House. But 
when he finally got some down-
time, he would “literally just type 
and write every day for 10 hours 
a day” until he accomplished his 
goal. 

Looking towards the future, 
VonWachenfeldt is optimistic. 
“I have a couple of ideas for po-
tential books in the future. But, 
you know, one step at a time...I 
hope this isn’t my last book. I 
don’t know when my next one 
will come. I just hope it’s not my 
last.”

ANdrew BoANoAh ’23

Dr. Hayley Watson Discusses Stress and Mental Health
Autri BAsu ’23
News AssociAte

& sAhAs chodhAri ’24
This past Monday, February 22, 

the Lawrenceville Key Club hosted 
a talk with clinical psychologist Dr. 
Hayley Watson as part of Mental 
Health Awareness Month. Watson 
spoke about her own childhood trau-
ma and introduced a set of skills that 
students can use to help themselves 
stay calm during stressful times.

She opened by discussing the ef-
fects of stress on the brain, noting 
how once one is placed under stress, 
he or she loses contact with his or 
her prefrontal cortex and thus can 
no longer think and react rationally. 
“We have a lot of thoughts and emo-
tions that get flooded into our brain 
from earlier experiences that then 
dictate how we act,” Watson said. 

She continued to provide ex-
amples of this phenomenon in her 
own life, focusing on how child-
hood experiences often shaped reac-
tions from her brain. When Watson 
was young, her house was bombed 
multiple times, and because of this, 
whenever she experiences any sud-
den fear, her mind automatically tells 
her that she is unsafe. She explained 
how “stories like these” are based on 
past experience and are given to us 
by our minds when we find ourselves 
in challenging situations, and, as a 
result, it becomes even more chal-
lenging to get through them.

Watson then introduced the first 
skill, asking attendees to find what 

“triggers” elicit these reactions in 
their own lives. “When we do this, 
we actually bring the front part of 
our mind back and are able to see 
the bigger picture,” she said. 

Next, she then presented the sec-
ond skill, which is to understand 
what stories your mind tells you as 
a result. “When we’re stressed, our 
mind thinks that these stories are 
facts,” Watson said, but in reality, 
“our thoughts are just ideas floating 
past that come and go.” With that 
realization, Watson explained how 
this recognition technique can help 
get someone out of a panicked state 
and make rational decisions that will 
fix their situation.

However according to Watson, 
when in the panicked state, people 
tend to, instead, try and escape those 
feelings and end up falling into bad 
habits. Watson presented some ex-
amples in her own life—most no-
tably, drinking and binging Netflix, 
so that she could disassociate herself 
from the condition she was in. She 
also mentioned how people often 
try to make themselves perfect, only 
to become very hard on themselves 
when they fail to do so.

Watson then presented a video of 
other teenagers sharing their own 
experiences getting through their 
struggles in hopes of helping at-
tendees to see these ideas in action 

with their peers. Next, she asked at-
tendees to look at the patterns that 
they fall into while trying to avoid 
their feelings; however, she noted 
that it is “a normal thing to do while 
in a stressed-out state” and that “we 
shouldn’t shame ourselves for this…
It’s not necessarily bad or wrong.” 

Watson introduced a really impor-
tant skill: how to deal with feelings 
of stress without entering a hopeless 
state. “Usually, we just want to get it 
away, but if we can learn to notice it 
in our bodies and be okay with it, our 
whole system calms down. Doing so 
helps us better deal with our emo-
tions and make more rational deci-
sions,” she said.

Attendees then performed an ex-
ercise: they were asked to imagine 
a situation in which they were par-
ticularly stressed or frustrated. Then, 
they had to forget the “story” being 
told and had to focus exclusively on 
the feeling in their body, especially 
where it was the most intense, in 
order to use their brain in an inten-
tional way. 

“As you’re feeling this sensation in 
your body, I want to see if you can 
give this sensation a color. Imagine 
how big it is. Imagine the shape. 
Imagine the texture. Really see if you 
can describe and picture these feel-
ings to yourself,” she explained.  

Finally, Watson described how it is 
possible to use these different tech-
niques to soothe your body during 
stressful times. “When we are ini-
tially stressed, our mind wants us to 
go away from the feelings and leave 
the situation, but what we should do 
is to teach our brain that these stress 
responses are not going to kill us or 
put us into danger,” she said. 

Reflecting on attending the event, 
Alistair Lam ’23 said, “It really 
helped introduce to me a new way 
of thinking about stress. Facing our 
feelings is pretty hard to do, but Dr. 
Watson offered some really good tips 
on how to get started with that. I feel 
like at Lawrenceville, we are always 
onto so many things that we some-
times sacrifice the time to pause and 
think through things, and I really 
appreciated her sharing how to do 
that.”

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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From Climbing to the Classroom: Hanewald Reflects on Life Abroad 

While most young students learn 
to read with classic children’s books, 
History Teacher and International 
Programs Director  Michael 
Hanewald ’90 P ’22 turned to 
National Geographic magazines to 
strengthen his reading skills. With 
the help of his mother, he perused 
every magazine he could get his hands 
on from a tender age. As he learned 
about countries around the world, 
his family visited those locations and 
made slideshow presentations about 
their trips, allowing Hanewald to 
develop a global perspective early on. 
“While my three siblings and I say we 
were victims of the travel slideshows, 
they were important in giving me 
my first sight of life abroad,” he said.  

According to Hanewald, his 
household was “like a youth hostel” 
during the summer, filled with 
exchange students from around 
the world, providing him with 
greater exposure to multicultural 
backgrounds. His parents saved 
flags from each exchange student, 
eventually boasting a collection 
from Finland, Bolivia, Hungary, 
and France, among other nations. 
Hanewald’s own travels began with a 
“hardcore European focus.” After his 
sister raved about her time abroad in 
Germany, he decided to become an 
exchange student himself. Five days 
after his 16th birthday, Hanewald 
traveled to Upper Austria, where 
he pursued his studies for one  year,  
prior to enrolling at Lawrenceville 
for his final two years of high school. 

In Austria, he decided to visit 
one of his family’s former exchange 
students, Joe Iglesias. He boarded 
a train that passed through France 
and Switzerland before reaching 
Costa Brava, Spain—Hanewald’s 
final destination—but his travels 
stopped short before the train even 
left the Austrian border. Due to an 
avalanche, the train experienced 
unexpected delays,  and with no access 
to a phone, Hanewald was unable to 
get in touch with Iglesias. 

While traveling across Europe as a 
teenager may be an intimidating task 
for some, especially when without 
the ability to instantly communicate 
with others, Hanewald took this 
unforeseen challenge in stride, 
arriving in Spain 20 hours later, 
excited to reunite with Iglesias. “My 
schedule was screwed due to the 

Emmy ApfEl ’22 & 
CAmpbEll fitzhugh ’22

Michael Hanewald ’90 P’22 at the Schönfeldspitze summit in the Berchtesgaden Alps of Salzburg, Austria. Courtesy of Michael Hanewald

avalanche, but somehow, it all worked 
out, and I learned how to deal with 
adverse circumstances,” he said. 

After his time in Austria, Hanewald 
arrived at Lawrenceville as a new IV 
Former, and by the Spring Term, he 
became a Ropes Course Instructor 
(RCI). According to Hanewald, 
climbing was not only a “great 
way to reach people”  but also an 
“entryway into deeper learning by 
way of experiential education,” which 
ultimately inspired his interest in 
teaching—in and out of the classroom. 
Upon graduating from Lawrenceville, 
Hanewald attended the University 
of Vermont, where he pursued a 
double major in European History 
and German History with a minor 
in Environmental Science. 

During his time in college, he 
packed up once more and spent his 
junior year of college at the University 
of Salzburg, again drawn to Austria for 
its “lush outdoors and friendly people.” 
In Salzburg, Hanewald noticed that 
the locals “celebrated and respected 
nature,” taking advantage of the city’s 
close proximity to the Eastern Alps. 
He, too, spent his free time hiking 
and climbing, continuing to engage 
in experiential education and building 
on the skills he learned as an RCI at 
Lawrenceville.  

Hanewald soon returned to college 
for his senior year, but this wouldn’t 
be the last time he ventured to 
Europe. After college, Hanewald 
vied for an environmental internship 
at Lawrenceville. While he was not 
offered the position—in fact, his future 
wife got the job—Hanewald had the 
perfect solution: participating in the 
Fulbright Teaching Program, which 
sends young teachers to a variety of 
towns and cities throughout Austria. 
“I got rejected from the internship I 
really wanted, but nothing sounded 
more appealing than a return to 
Austria once again,” he said. 

When applying, Hanewald received 
notice that the spots to teach in 
Vienna and Salzburg—Austria’s 
two main cities—had been filled by 
previous applicants. But this didn’t 
faze Hanewald, who “filled out [his] 
application in German, and in the 
equivalent of Texan slang, wrote, ‘I 
want a cow town in the mountains.’” 
Unlike most others, Hanewald wanted 
an opportunity to live in a tiny farm 
town. “I worked on a farm shoveling 
manure, yet I still learned more about 
the people and the place than I thought 
possible,” he said. 

W hi l e  no t  fu l f i l l ing  h i s 
responsibilities on the farm, Hanewald 
walked the border of Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. “I saw it all, especially 
the massive military towers from the 
Cold War on the Czechoslovakian 
side. I almost felt like a credible 
primary source on the war,” he said. 
Even during this tumultuous political 
period, Hanewald noted similarities 
between his “vibrant, fun college 
experience” and that of young adults 
in Europe. “I’ve been to a college party 
in Budapest right after the wall fell, 
and it felt amazing to just be there 
with kids my age and find common 
ground, even in a different country,” 
he added. 

In addition to his travels in Europe, 
Hanewald spent significant time in 
Central and South America. During 
his two years in El Salvador, he “fell 
in love with Mayan ruins and ancient 
American history,” even participating 
on an archaeological dig. According 
to Hanewald, visiting these historical 
landmarks of native civilizations was 
“unlike any experience he had when 
climbing and hiking mountains in 
Europe.” In El Salvador, he also 
taught young students, allowing him 

to create his own course: “Africa: 
Then and Now.” In this interactive, 
two-term course, Hanewald holds 
drumming and traditional dance 
sessions outside of class time, serving 
as a “hook” for students to become 
truly immersed in artistic styles 
originating from African countries. 
As part of the culminating project one 
year, Hanewald’s students learned to 
prepare traditional Ethiopian meals 
and even presented them to a local 
Ethiopian restaurant.

Through all of his eventful travels, 
Hanewald has “learned how to be a 
good host, a good friend, and how 
to effectively communicate with 
others.” Just as his friends abroad 
have been a positive force in his life, 
he aims to have that same impact 
on his students. In class, he often 
shares personal anecdotes from his 
travels and encourages students to 
do the same, ensuring that their 
conversations around the Harkness 
table extend beyond the coursework 
at hand.

At the ropes course, he first teaches 
a student to climb, eventually putting 
him or her to the ultimate test: 
belaying Hanewald. Before they 
reverse roles, he makes it a point to 
convey one message in particular: 
“here is the belay rope, and here is 
my life.” According to Hanewald, this 
statement signals the moment when 
he and his student “become equals.” 
Ultimately, from the classroom to the 
climbing wall, Hanewald “uses every 
opportunity [to] reciprocate the same 
type of trust and connection that [he 
has] been fortunate enough to share 
with people around the world.” 

to bridge his interests in teaching and 
outdoor exploration.

Eager to explore other parts of 
the world, Hanewald journeyed to 
Africa, spending weeks at a time 
residing in different countries. In 
Ghana, he immersed himself in the 
life of the locals; he learned to drum, 
prepare customary food, and practice 
daily cultural norms. Hanewald later 
celebrated July 4 at a historic slave 
trading base in Elmina, Ghana: “I 
sat for a long time by myself thinking 
about what freedom means to me, 
which was an especially powerful 
and reflective moment, as I observed 
a physical representation of something 
that directly contradicts the meaning 
of freedom.” 

Hanewald’s travels have inspired 
him to create opportunities for his 
students to connect their education 
in the classroom with first-hand, 
on-the-ground experience. In his very 
first year at Lawrenceville, Hanewald 
taught II Form Humanities Cultural 
Studies. On the wall of his classroom 
hung a poster of Tikal, a complex 
of Mayan ruins in Guatemala. One 
student inquired, “What’s that poster 
all about?” “By the time you’re a V 
Former,” Hanewald replied, “I’m 
going to take you all there to see it for 
yourselves.” After “pulling a stunt like 
that, [he] had to live up to it”—and 
he certainly did. A few years later, he 
brought the same II Form students 
to Tikal, where they interviewed lead 
archaeologists working to excavate 
the ruins for their interdisciplinary 
“History Through a Lens” class. 

Hanewald’s admiration and respect 
for African cultures also led him 

–––––––
 “I  saw it all, especially the 
massive military towers  
from the Cold War on the 
Czechoslovakian side. I 
almost felt like a credible 
primary source on the 

War.”
–––––––

Michael Hanewald and his wife, Ruwei Hanewald ’90, hiking Mount Kenya in Summer 2002. A photo of Cape Coast Castle in Ghana, which Hanewald visited in 2017 to study slavery and drumming. Courtesy of Michael Hanewald
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If the Circle and Crescent Houses were Netflix Shows...
Over quarantine, many Lawren-

tians, myself included, spent quality 
time binge watching Netflix shows. 
From Tiger King to Outer Banks, and 
of course, classics like Grey’s Anatomy, 
Lawrentians covered quite a bit of 
ground on the streaming platform. 
While I’m no Netflix connoisseur, 
I’ve been tasked with compiling a 
list of TV shows to represent each 
of the Circle and Crescent Houses. 
With the help of online summa-
ries—and with no bad intentions—
here is the show your House would 
be if Lawrenceville were Netflix.

Griswold:  Fuller House
Your classic feel-good TV show. Be-
tween the Cuniffs, Chaputs, and all the 
Gris boys, there’s no doubt that Gris is 
most definitely always a full house. 

Cleve:  All American 
We all know the Cleve House has a 
passionate love for House football, so 
it seems only fitting to give them All 
American. Not to mention that their 
Head of House is one of the assistant 
football coaches. Football seems to 
be engraved in the Cleve DNA. Epic 
highs and lows of House football, 
right? 

Woodhull: Survivor 
Survivor is known for having crazy 
tribal challenges throughout the com-
petition, and I think Woodhull’s Haka 

Isabel sung ’22

dance would be a fairly entertaining 
challenge on the show: How many 
times can each tribe do the Haka be-
fore you pass out from exhaustion? 
Woodhull only performs the Haka 
once—at the Hill Day bonfire…well 
at least until the administration shut it 
down. Hopefully, Survivor’s producers 
won’t cancel the challenge, too. Grown 
men covered in body paint dancing 
around a fire? What could go wrong!

Dickinson: Big Mouth
Netflix calls it an “edgy comedy,” and 
Lawrenceville could call Dickinson the 
same. Running around campus in your 
underwear in the freezing cold? Edgy? 
Sure. Comedic? Eh. I’m sure Nick 
Kroll and Andrew Goldberg would 
love to make an episode of Big Mouth 
about a bunch of teenage boys who run 

through their school’s campus practi-
cally naked. That would rack in a ton 
of views I’m sure. Netflix, take notes...

Hamill: Bob’s Burgers
According to the show description, 
“Bob believes his burgers speak for 
themselves and isn’t afraid to offer a va-
riety of off-beat creations.” Yup, that’s 
definitely Meatsplosions...

Kennedy: Scooby Doo
Everybody knows Scooby-Doo. We 
don’t really know what’s happening in 
those episodes (there’s not much plot), 
nor do we ever know what’s happen-
ing in Kennedy! Honestly, at this 
point, give Kennedy its own episode 
because I’m sure there’s a mystery or 
two in there that could use some solv-
ing.

Carter:  New Girl 
Carter is the new girl House and moved 
in”to the Crescent in 2010. Sounds 
familiar, right? Quirky like Jess, but 
the perfect addition to the Crescent!

McClellan:  The Great Brit-
ish Baking Show

The obvious choice here would be 
Chopped, but unfortunately, Chopped 
isn’t on Netflix. With their new pro-
duction of McChopped, The Great Brit-
ish Baking Show is only fitting, except 
turn Gabby Medina into Mary Berry 
and Evelyn Dugan into Paul Hol-
lywood. Maybe in their next season 
they’ll talk in British accents!

Kirby: Gossip Girl
While Gossip Girl may have been re-
moved from Netflix, it has been (and 

always will be) a classic. Kirby girls 
seem to be in the know about ev-
eryting, not to mention their excel-
lent fashion sense. They might not 
be online gossiping about each other, 
but you can bet that they’re mak-
ing an online presence with their @
drpepperofkirby Instagram account 
and their #kirspicy hashtags. If you’re 
looking for the newest tea on campus,
chances are that a Kirby girl has it. 

Stephens:  Criminal Minds
 I’ve recently come to learn that a good 
chunk of the Stephens House has a 
fond love of Matthew Gray Gubler 
(I’m looking at you, Emma Kim 
and Adi Jung). While Stephenites 
may have watched Criminal Minds 
an embarrassing amount of times, 
don’t count on them if you need help 
investigating a crime; chances are 
they only watch the show for MGG. 
Besides, why would you ever call a 
Stephens girl to help solve a murder 
mystery?

Stanley:  Outer Banks
The theme ‘surf and turf ’ seems to 
always resurface for Club Stan ev-
ery three or four years, and while 
it’s not entirely Pogues vs. Kooks, 
the two share quite a few similari-
ties. Well, maybe minus DJ Andrew 
Chen... but rest assured, if John B 
pulled up in his floral shirt to Club 
Stan, you’d probably never know 
that he wasn’t from Lawrenceville. 

Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE
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As Chair of the Mathematics De-
partment Melissa Clore H’02 teaches 
her classes, her daughter Evelyn—just 
about two years old—suddenly pops 
up in the Zoom frame. She grins and 
excitedly repeats “Hi!” patiently wait-
ing for the class to greet her in return. 
While Evelyn’s surprise appearances 
never fail to entertain students, Melissa 
Clore and Head of Upper House John 
Clore H’02 certainly have their hands 
full behind-the-scenes as they juggle 
their teaching responsibilities along 
with taking care of Evelyn and her 
four-year-old brother Tommy. 
 From remote to hybrid learning, many 
teachers found themselves in a similar 
position this past year, adjusting to the 
changes brought about by Covid-19. 
One of the biggest changes that fac-
ulty members, specifically Heads and 
Assistant Heads of Houses, faced was 
the lack of interpersonal connection 
with the students in their Houses. De-
spite the challenges that come with 
fulfilling various responsibilities from 

House to home, Head of McPherson 
House Brian Jacobs, Ph.D. appreci-
ates that his “children have such great 
role models and people to look up to.” 
Jacobs misses seeing his nine-year-old 
twins Emma and Noah bond with the 
girls in McPherson, who would often 
entertain the kids with soccer games in 
the hallway. 

Assistant Head of Dawes Jessica 
Pine echoed Jacobs’ sentiments, noting 
that her four-year-old Tobias, seven-
year-old Avery, and nine-year-old May 
eagerly looked forward to playing with 
the II Formers in The Bowl this past 
fall. “They get really excited when they 
feel included in the larger community 
and can participate in something I’m 
involved in outside the classroom, espe-
cially when it comes to spending time 
with members of the House,” Pine said. 

Raising a family in the House also 
has its perks. On duty nights, Jacobs 
always makes it a point to “run home 
and give his twins a kiss good night,” 
something which he could not do 
previously as a Duty Affiliate in Boys 
Lower.  Similarly, for Pine, “The physi-
cal proximity [between her home and 

the House] allows her to move back-
and-forth freely,” making it easier for 
her to check on her children. 

As Head or Assistant Head of 
House, faculty members must tend to 
students’ needs even when spending 
time with family. “I think the respon-
sibility of ensuring students’ well-being 
is the greatest challenge of being at a 
boarding school,” Pine said. “You al-
ways ask, am I giving my own kids 
enough attention?” Still, John Clore 
noted, “The needs of a four-year-old 
and a two-year-old are going to be dif-
ferent from the needs of an eighteen-
year-old,” adding that the “back and 
forth [between interacting with their 
kids and the students] can be refresh-
ing too.”

On finding the right mix of “family 
time and faculty time,” Jacobs said, “I’m 
hanging out with the girls in McPher-
son [at Irwin], but my family’s there 
as well, so my family has a presence 
in my work life as well.” Jacobs usually 
finishes his Head of House duties dur-
ing the day, so in the afternoon, he can 
spend time with his children. Often-
times, the Clores merge their childcare 
and coaching responsibilities by taking 
their kids along with them to sporting 
events and practices, allowing them to 
“see other parts of school life.”

Unfortunately, the arrival of Co-
vid-19 last March abruptly cut off the 
close dynamic between the families and 
students living in Houses. Erik Chaput 
H’02 and English Teacher Katie Cha-
put recalled that, last spring, their own 
children–Gavin, one; Liam, three; and 
Caleb, five– “missed [going into the 
Griswold House] terribly,” and even 
now, “they constantly ask to see the 
boys in the House” like Ben Gubbay 
’22 and Connor Kilgallon ’22, as well 
as last year’s Griswold Prefects Char-
lie Uffelman ’20 and Theo Bammi ’20,” 
who they “still think live on campus.” 

While the pandemic has been dis-
ruptive in many ways, especially when 
considering the widespread shutdown 
of schools and daycare centers, teach-
ers are appreciative of the time they 
are spending at home with their chil-
dren. “It’s great living on such a beau-
tiful campus because we got out for 
bike rides everyday,” Jacobs said. The 
Chaputs noted, “The boys got to re-
ally watch the seasons change because 
we spent so much time outside.” The 
Clores also excitedly recalled that they 
were able to witness their daughter 
take her first steps at home instead of 
at daycare.  

Although family time was a ben-
efit for teachers, it was also the big-
gest challenge, especially with the 
arrival of virtual Spring Term classes. 
For the Clores, this meant doing work 
late at night, taking turns feeding the 
kids, and “conveniently timing [Ev-
elyn’s] nap for when [their classes] 
overlapped.” Jacobs and his husband 
set up a classroom in the TV room of 
McPherson, where his children would 
have classes with him: “We were trying 
to make things as normal as we could 
in a world that was anything but nor-
mal.” 

In the Fall Term, when Melissa 
Clore coached the Girls Cross Coun-
try team, John Clore took leave from 
his assistant coaching position on Boys 
Varsity Football to take care of their 
children whose daycare closed in the 
afternoon. Pine experienced similar 
struggles, as she and her husband, who 
is a teacher outside of Lawrenceville, 
weren’t able to take care of their chil-
dren while teaching class. Pine recalled 
sitting at her table, teaching a class, 
only to look outside the window to see 
that her children were spraying each 
other down with a hose. Stuck at her 
seat, she had no other choice but to let 
her children get absolutely soaked. 

Katie Chaput also recalled the chal-
lenges of being a parent and teacher 
during virtual learning. She found her-
self teaching while listening to Caleb’s 
class in case his teacher called on him, 
and amidst multitasking, she found 
Gavin crawling on the porch in the 
rain, while Liam “dive bombed in the 
hallway and knocked his front teeth 
halfway out.” After this series of events, 
she “sat on the couch and cried for two 
minutes and then got right back to 
work.”

During a walk with an advisee in 
early fall, when students were not per-
mitted to walk around campus alone, 
Katie Chaput noticed Liam suddenly 
take off on his bike. Torn between 
staying with her advisee and chasing 
Liam down, she ultimately stayed with 
the student, after seeing another par-
ent stop Liam. On a more lighthearted 
note, the Chaputs noted that “Liam got 
[his first] speeding ticket from a Dean 
at age three,” but in classic three-year 
old fashion, he  ultimately ripped it up. 

On these chaotic experiences, the 
Chaputs remarked, “Sometimes you 
literally cannot do everything” and that 
it’s better to bite off as much as you can 
chew, otherwise someone will get hurt. 
Similarly, Pine, acknowledging how 
challenging the past year has been, said, 
“We all just need to be more forgiving 
of ourselves.”

Reflecting on her experiences as a 
parent and teacher during the pan-
demic, Melissa Clore said, “The last 
year has taught me that I have to do the 
best that I can with what I have to give 
and that what I have to give is some-
times restricted by some part of my job 
or by the fact that the daycare center 
is closed because of the snowstorm,” 
advising others to “learn what you 
should and shouldn’t.” Jacobs offered 
one final—and very important—word 
of advice: “Stock up on Clorox wipes.”

What Really Happens Behind the Camera: Faculty Edition

TIffany Wen ’23 & 
CIndy shum ’24

Joshua Cigoianu
I
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Yoshimoto Nara’s Knife Behind Back: Discerning the Intangible  

Three Artist Features to Honor Black History Month

Kelly lu ’23

As one of the most influential 
Black artists to ever exist, Jean-
Michel Basquiat started by draw-
ing on scrap office paper as a young 
child. Born in New York in 1960, 
Basquiat started his career as a 
graffiti artist under the pseudonym 
“SAMO,” meaning “same old,” go-
ing around New York City spray-
painting simple yet impactful draw-
ings like Riding with Death (1988), 
which depicts a black man riding on 
a four-legged white skeleton, that 
touch upon themes of discrimina-

Jean-Michel Basquiat in front of his work. Courtesy of Sotheby’s

Arts AssociAte

Misty Copeland stands as a his-
tory-making figure within the bal-
let community, breaking boundaries 
and setting records as a Black ballet 
dancer before even turning 35. Born 
in 1982, Copeland grew up with fi-
nancial and familial instability and 
had to overcome many challenges 
as she pursued ballet. Although 
she began dancing at a relatively 
late age, 13, she quickly grasped the 
hand of the art and, within two years 
of training, won first place in bal-
let at the Los Angeles Music Cen-
ter Spotlight Awards. Three years 
later, Copeland joined the Corps de 
Ballet at the American Ballet The-

tion and prejudice. Later, Basquiat 
became a full-time artist who con-
tinued to represent marginalized 
groups with his work Black people 
in particular. “The Black person 
is the protagonist in most of my 
paintings. I realized that I didn’t see 
many paintings with Black people 
in them,” Basquiat said about art in 
the late 1900s. 

Basquiat frequently intertwined 
his love for history with his art. His 
piece Natives Carrying Some Guns, 
Bibles, and Amorites (1982) depicts 
scenes from the Atlantic slave trade 
to shed light on important historical 
moments in Black history. In Hol-

lywood Africans (1983), he shows his 
audience a pictorial mind-map of 
modern Black history, writing out 
words and phrases such as “tobac-
co” and “gangsterism” to exemplify 
stereotypes that label Black people 
as dangerous. Basquiat is known 
worldwide for his crown motif, 
which appears constantly through-
out his work, like in Trumpet (1984) 
or New York King (1960–1988). The 
simple yet empowering shape in-
tends to celebrate Black people in 
a respected light. He also incorpo-
rates skulls, bones, and innards to 
convey the power and vulnerability 
of other marginalized people, such 
as janitors, cooks, and prisoners

Though Basquiat died at the 
young age of 27, his legacy con-
tinues on. In 2017, almost 30 years 
after his death, one of Basquiat’s 
untitled paintings was auctioned 
off for more than $110 million and 
became the most expensive piece 
by an American artist that was ever 
sold in auction. His legacy is also 
seen today in fashion and music: 
Basquiat’s art has been incorporated 
into collections by many high-end 
brands, including Coach, Dr. Mar-
ten’s, Supreme, and Valentino; and 
has served as the inspiration for 
many songs such as Kanye West’s 
“Love Lockdown.”

atre School (ABT), 
becoming the only 
Af rican-American 
woman amongst 80 
dancers. In 2007, she 
became the Corps’ 
first African-Ameri-
can female soloist in 
two decades.

 Copeland began 
advocating fiercely for 
diversity in the bal-
let community after 
experiencing racism 
first-hand—she was 
once told to lighten 
her skin with makeup 
to fit in with other 

performers. Additionally, Co-
peland currently works to provide 
dancers with different racial and 
economic backgrounds with easier 
access to dance, and she serves as a 
member of the advisory committee 
for ABT’s Project Plié, a program 
that helps dance teachers in racially 
diverse communities around the 
country. On June 30, 2015, Misty 
Copeland made history by becom-
ing the first-ever African American 
woman, in ABT’s 75-year history, to 
become principal dancer. A success 
story herself, Copeland now contin-
ues to push for diversity and equality 
both in the dance world and out.

Gordon Parks was a photogra-
pher in the 20th century known for 

capturing American life and culture 
with a deep commitment to social 

justice, poverty, and civil rights. His 
photographs were taken over the 
span of 60 years, from the 1940s to 
the early 2000s, but they still evoke 
the same emotions as when they 
were first taken. 

Parks was born into poverty and 
never graduated high school, but 
his self-taught mastery of the cam-
era soon earned him prominence 
and attention. Describing his first 
encounter with the camera, Parks 
remarked: “I saw that the camera 
could be a weapon against poverty, 
against racism, against all sorts of 
social wrongs. I knew at that point 
I had to have a camera.” Using his 

“weapon,” Parks helped the world 
understand the lives—the hard-
ships, the happiness, the good, and 
the bad—of Black people in 20th 
century America.

In 1942, Parks’ works awarded 
him a prestigious fellowship that al-
lowed him to work at the Farm Se-
curity Administration, at which he 
was tasked with documenting Afri-
can-American lives in Washington 
D.C., a deeply-segregated city at the 
time. Parks often empathized with 
his models and their experiences 
against racism, and this helped him 
capture beautiful photographs of 
his models. He would photograph 

ordinary Black people—a cleaning 
lady in a D.C. government build-
ing as captured in American Gothic 
(1942), an oil worker at the Penola 
grease plant in Pittsburgh, or Black 
pilots training for war—in ways 
that presented them as modern he-
roes. In 1949, he became the first 
Black staff photographer for LIFE 
magazine and continued his upward 
climb towards worldwide recogni-
tion. Now, his legacy as one of the 
most important 20th century pho-
tographers remains ever prominent, 
with his commitment towards social 
justice still shining through in his 
photographs.

What could be frightening about 
a little girl standing innocuously in 
a childish red dress with a chubby-
cheeked face, a short bob, and big 
eyes? Yet, take a closer look, and the 
little girl with a sneaky, Machiavel-
lian expression hides something be-
hind her back. The title of the paint-
ing, Knife Behind Back, reveals the 
reason for her determined look. The 
illustration of the young girl exudes 
an unsettling contrast between her 
age and her misdeed. Through this 
piece, Yoshimoto Nara conveys the 
importance of examining what lies 
behind mere appearances because 
they may not tell the full story. 

Nara, a pioneering contemporary 
artist, was born in Hirosaki, Japan, 
in 1959 and studied fine arts at 
Düsseldorf Public Academy and 
Aichi Prefectural University; he 
then began his career in the 1990s. 
A pop icon, Nara amalgamates 
mainstream Eastern and Western 
culture, integrating features of both 
Japanese manga and American 
cartoons. Nara utilizes soft-hued 

colors with bold lines, as seen in 
popular manga, and finds beauty in 
simplicity.

When asked about his future 
aspirations, he explained, “I would 
liken my journey to a road movie 
that starts with the emergence of 
the ego of an art student through 
their work, then continues in the 
darkness of the night.” Indeed, 
Nara continues to walk into un-
known realms of art, and the un-
paralleled Knife Behind Back is an 
artistic creation filled with enig-
matic aura. 

Nara’s Knife Behind Back exhibits 
an iconic vision similar to that of 
Roy Lichtenstein’s blonde bomb-
shells and Andy Warhol’s Mari-
lyns. In his works, violence is om-
nipresent, though subtly, and forms 
a striking contrast to the little girls 
and the comical animals that act 
as the main subjects of his paint-
ings. These characters in Peter Pan 
collars are generally marked with 
malicious intent. The equivocal 
nature of his simultaneously sweet 
and sinister characters ensures that 
there is an imperative ‘something’ 
underlying each of his works.

As Nara’s style promotes a lan-
guage redolent of manga, anime, 
and cartoon, it is easy for viewers 
to make appearance-based asso-
ciations. However, the artist reveals 
the true meaning of Knife Behind 
Back through the title and the ab-
sence of the referenced knife: ob-
servers should look beyond first 
impressions and focus on the in-
tangible. “I’m convinced that I am 
mainly influenced by invisible ele-
ments. Beneath the surface of the 
visible lie many things that remain 
imperceptible,” Nara said.  

In addition to the missing knife, 
other intangibles, such as emotions, 
guide Nara during the creative pro-
cess.  By emphasizing the wayward 
naïve aggression within the little 
girl, Nara highlights the impor-
tance of emotional resonance in 
his piece. When we meet the eyes 
of Nara’s Knife Behind Back, anger, 
vexation, and loneliness are glar-
ingly apparent––an indication that 
we must not shun but face these 
troubling sentiments.

His focus on intangibles leaves 
a sort of ambiguity within his art-
work, leaving those work open for 

personal resonance and interpreta-
tion.  “I feel like my means of ex-
pression does not aim to reveal an 
issue to society or to educate the 
public. I often wonder what people 
would think about if the world was 
ending tomorrow. If that day were 
to arrive. What I try to do is per-
haps to create a painting that allows 
everyone, including me, to cope in 

such a circumstance.” 
Confronted by a childish figure 

in a cutesy dress, Nara forces us to 
meet her penetrating gaze and to 
open our eyes to fathom the paint-
ing’s hidden layers. By consider-
ing not only the title, but also the 
emotion-evoking nature of his 
work, we can see what lies beyond 
the visible. 

Kyle PArK ’23
sPorts AssociAte

Courtesy of thevalue.comNara’s Knife Behind Back.

Photo of Gordon Parks. Courtesy of iphf.org

Misty Copeland in performance. Courtesy of LATimes
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What's Happening in Good Ol' Texas?
Mac Dilatush ’21
senior coluMnist

Recently, things have been pretty 
good in Texas. The state’s economy is 
growing at a solid rate. Many com-
panies are scrambling to move there. 
Charles Schwab, AT&T, Oracle, and 
others have already relocated their 
headquarters. In what figures to be 
a punch-line somewhere, plenty of 
Californians are migrating out of 
state with Texas as their number one 
destination, too. But over the last 
week and change, things have not 
been so great in the Lone Star State. 
Winter storm Uri exposed the state’s 
lackluster winter infrastructure and 
preparedness as people suffered from 
massive blackouts, and, perhaps more 
pressingly, the Texans are a real mess. 
The National Football League’s 
(NFL’s) Houston Texans, that is. 

All-time great defensive end J.J. 
Watt asked to be—and was—re-
leased by the Texans less than weeks 
ago. He’s a franchise icon and always 
will be, which makes his parting all 
the more notable. He’s a casualty of 
a rotting cauldron of management 
fiascoes initially attributed to for-
mer Texans Head Coach and Gen-
eral Manager Bill O’Brien. How-
ever, the Texans’ woes now credited 
to Jack Easterby, a former chaplain 

and character coach for the New 
England Patriots and the mysteri-
ous Executive Vice President of 
Football Operations for the Texans 
who—according to an acidic Sports 
Illustrated (SI) profile and, uh, every 
trade and personnel operation he’s 
orchestrated—does not understand 
football very well. Worse, he has re-
peatedly lied on his resume regard-
ing his qualifications; in fact, before 
joining the Texans in 2019 he had 
zero football operations experience. 
SI reports: “Multiple people who 
have worked with Easterby…say that 
he has told people in both Houston 
and New England…that the Kraft 
family…is behind the negative press 
about him” and “are investors in SI…
that is also untrue: SI has no financial 

relationship with the Krafts.” While 
the media has rightly made East-
erby’s position with the Texans a hot 
topic, the team’s trail of departures 
captures Easterby’s influence adroitly. 
Since his hiring, All-Pro wide receiv-
er DeAndre Hopkins, Bill O’Brien, 
esteemed organization President 
Jamey Rootes, and Watt have fled 
the wreckage. Easterby’s Texans also 
fired Amy Palcic, one of the NFL’s 
most highly regarded public relations 
officials, who was told she was no 
longer a “cultural fit,” whatever that 
means. That’s a mass exodus, and it’s 
poised to get messier. Deshaun Wat-
son, the team’s superstar quarterback 
and gleaming, shining, shimmering 
signal of hope, wants out. He’s re-
quested a trade and lobbied his case 

 ryan Visich ’22

Recently, San Diego Padres star 
shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. signed 
an extension for 14 years, worth $340 
million. In the abridged 2020 Major 
League Baseball (MLB) season, Tatis 
Jr. was nothing short of sensational, 
producing a batting average of .277, an 
on-base percentage of .366, a slugging 
percentage of .571, finishing in the 
top 10 for both home runs and RBIs 
and collecting 17 and 45, respectively. 
Evidently, Tatis Jr. was considered one 
of baseball’s elite players last year at just 
21 years old (he turned 22 this January). 
The extension he signed hopes to keep 
him in San Diego until 2034, a place 
where he announced that he would like 
to spend his whole career. 

Tatis Jr. has not yet played a full 
season’s worth of baseball, competing in 
only 143 games due to the pandemic-
shortened season, so his numbers 
come from a relatively small sample 
size. With the production he has had 
over the past two seasons, Tatis Jr.'s 
162-game averages would find him 
with a batting average over .300, 44 
home runs, and 111 RBIs. Tatis Jr. 
earned accolades for his admirable 
performances too, as he placed fourth in 
National League (NL) Most Valuable 
Player (MVP) voting and captured the 
Silver Slugger award for NL shortstops. 
Everything Tatis Jr. has accomplished 
in just two years in the MLB suggests 
that he is a generational star in the 
making. Yet, Tatis Jr.’s lack of experience 
might not be predictive of his future 
output in the long-term, as he has not 
yet had the opportunity to prove that 
he can be as good as he was in 2020 
over the course of multiple seasons. 
However by extending him for this 
duration, the Padres clearly believe that, 
perhaps, the best has yet to come from 
Tatis Jr. hoping he can improve even 

further as he enters his athletic prime.  
Two years ago, the Padres acquired 

third-baseman Manny Machado on a 
10 year contract, securing the left side 
of their infield for the next eight years, 
barring any trades involving either 
Tatis Jr. or Machado. The Padres also 
acquired starting pitchers Blake Snell 
and Yu Darivsh, making them one of 
the top teams in the MLB. However, 
Machado and Snell are both 28, thus 
exiting their primes, and Darvish is 
34. While their ages will not hinder 
the team’s performances this year, they 
will likely retire as Tatis Jr. enters the 
prime of his career. As such, the Padres 
must have the utmost confidence that 
Tatis Jr. will contribute to the team’s 
short-term success while also serving 
as the franchise’s star and leader in the 
years after their other superstars depart. 

Still, the Padres are taking a serious 
risk by signing such a young player 
for an extremely long period of time. 
There is a possibility that once Snell, 
Darvish, and Machado’s careers end, 
the Padres will no longer be an elite 
team in baseball, and, to make matters 
worse, they’d be giving an aging Tatis Jr. 
huge money. His contract could restrict 
the team from effectively rebuilding in 

the event that they are no longer in a 
position to contend. Additionally, in 
baseball, one star is usually insufficient 
to help a below-average roster achieve 
even moderate success. Essentially, 
the Padres are going to have to find 
replacements for players like Machado, 
Snell, and Darvish if they want Tatis 
Jr.’s extension to hold value. Looking 
at the future optimistically, if Snell 
resigns in free agency, which may be 
more difficult now that much of the 
team’s budget is dedicated to Machado 
and Tatis Jr., the Padres will have 
another eight years of the trio in San 
Diego, which, along with an adequate 
supporting cast, would give them a 
chance at success. Even in that scenario, 
though, if Machado and Snell retire 
after those eight years, as they will both 
be 36 at the time, the Padres would still 
likely find themselves in possession of 
a below average roster whose ability to 
succeed would be prohibited by Tatis 
Jr.’s contract. Unless the Padres can 
maintain a great roster around Tatis 
Jr. for another six years after Machado 
and Snell turn 36, the contract’s length 
could prove to be overbearing for the 
Padres to establish a dynastic reign at 
baseball’s zenith.

on social media—probably the worst 
imaginable scenario for the Texans. 
Watson constitutes everything right 
about their team. Losing him would 
be an unprecedented show of in-
eptitude; no quarterback of Watson’s 
ability, contract, and age has been 
traded before. Right now, the Tex-
ans are refusing to trade him. That’s 
all well and good, and it’s probably 
their best option, but holding Wat-
son hostage isn’t a guaranteed recipe 
for success. A steadfast fact of sports 
is that locker room culture matters. 
When the leader of the team desper-
ately wants to leave and ensures that 
everyone knows it…that’s not great. 

So, the Texans are in trouble. What 
should they do? One popular Hous-
ton restaurant has a good idea: it 
plastered signs reading “reserved for 
anybody other than Jack Easterby” 
on all of their seats and demanded 

What Does Tatis Jr.’s New 
Contract Mean for the Padres?

Courtesy of cbssports.com

that the chaplain (charlatan?) mas-
querading as a legitimate football 
executive be fired. That sounds ex-
actly right. The accounts of Easterby’s 
malignant influence are stunning. So, 
are the Texans firing him? Nope. In-
stead, their grand solution is to let 
him give speeches that, according to 
several locker room sources, inspired 
“multiple players [to] text their rep-
resentatives…to describe a mean-
dering address” that left the players 
“‘pissed off,’ believing Easterby’s only 
intention was to curry favor with…
Watson.” Did it work? Uh: “Wat-
son, if anything, was embarrassed by 
the show, two sources said.” In other 
words, Texans fans better saddle up. 
It’s going to be a long ride.

Back to things that matter: let’s 
save a prayer for those placed in 
harm’s way by the winter storm. I 
hope they find relief soon. 

Courtesy of sbnation.comTatis Jr. tosses his bat after a hit.

The Best Stadium 
Foods

 Michael sotirescu ’21
sports associate

I believe I can speak for many 
sports fans when I say that before 
Covid-19, there was nothing like go-
ing to a jam-packed stadium and sup-
porting your favorite team with tens 
of thousands of loud and passionate 
fellow fans. One aspect in particu-
lar we might have taken for granted 
about the stadium experience, how-
ever, was the food. No trip to a sport-
ing event is complete without the 
overpriced and unhealthy food you’re 
forced to enjoy, so in this article, I’m 
reminiscing on my favorite foods to 
eat while supporting my teams. 

Corn dogs
First and foremost, they’re cheap. 

Nowadays, National Basketball As-
sociation (NBA) stadiums are inno-
vating and creating fancy, expensive 
food experiences for fans, and while 
some of those eatery options are en-
ticing, you really can’t go wrong with 
a humble corn dog. 

Unpopular opinion: corn dogs are 
better than hot dogs, way better. The 
texture and subtle sweetness of the 
crispy cornmeal coating sets corn 
dogs apart from other classic stadium 
foods. As an additional benefit, it’s a 
rare finger food that doesn’t leave you 
with greasy or messy fingers. As op-
posed to a hot dog, a corndog has the 
ability to stand on its own; it doesn’t 
rely on condiments like ketchup or 
mustard to deliver a satisfying bite. 
Although corn dogs aren’t as com-
mon as hot dogs, they consistently 
fail to disappoint and deserve more 
recognition as an elite stadium food.  

Loaded Fries
Who doesn’t love french fries? 

Loaded fries take regular french fries 
to a whole different level. They’re a 
step above classic nachos, as you can 
eat them with a fork instead of with 
your fingers, a messier and less pleas-
ant experience. 

Fries are almost always the sidekick 
of a good meal. In fact, I don’t think 
I could eat a burger without them. 
However, in loaded fries, the potato 
takes center stage. When fries are 
topped with shredded beef, melted 
cheese, hot sauce, and whichever 

other toppings you prefer, these add 
ons completely transform fries from 
a side dish to a delicious stand-alone 
meal. Considering these factors, in 
10 to 15 years I fully expect loaded 
fries to overtake nachos as a stadium 
staple.  

Mac and Cheese
I don’t think there’s a more Ameri-

can comfort food than macaroni and 
cheese. It’s not the first food that 
comes to mind when recalling tra-
ditional stadium fare, but it’s slowly 
making its way into different venues 
as people begin to realize that sport-
ing events and comfort food go hand-
in-hand. 

I’ve seen different food vendors at 
NBA stadiums offer their own spir-
ited take on the American classic, too. 
For example, I once had a barbecue 
brisket mac and cheese at the Capi-
tal One Arena in Washington D.C., 
and although I’ve never been, the 
Smoothie King Center in New Or-
leans offers a seafood mac and cheese. 
Mac and cheese is an American clas-
sic that we all know and love, and it’s 
made all the better by individual sta-
diums and venues putting their own 
creative spin on it, often specific to 
the team’s geographic region. 

Churros
Churros are a Mexican classic: 

sweet cinnamon sticks that are crispy 
on the outside and soft on the in-
side—it’s not a food that you eat ev-
ery day, so it adds to the occasion of 
going to a stadium.

Traditional Mexican churros are 
actually much smaller than the ones 
served in America; however, the 
American version is all the better for 
it, given the extra volume to nervously 
munch on as you watch the action. I 
actually prefer my churros with cara-
mel sauce rather than the traditional 
chocolate sauce, but one thing we can 
all agree on is that with a scoop of ice 
cream, a churro can become the in-
disputable, go-to dessert on game day. 

Hopefully you’ll consider these 
not-so-traditional stadium foods 
next time you’re able to get out and 
support your team. Personally, I can’t 
wait to join tens of thousands of other 
loud—and hungry—sports fans. 

Deshaun Watson, the Texans' star quarterback.
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Describe Senioritis hell Wanting to leave every 
zoom the second I join

Missing zoom calls bc 
"my wifi isn't working"

I genuinely don’t 
remember the last 
time I finished my 

homework.

i watched a full grad 
ceremony on youtube 
the other day just to 

feel something

30 Minute Papers I can do that 
tommorrow

Fondest memory Mr. Brewer duty 
nights

soccer halloween 
practice Kirby house runs! Playing spike ball for 

hours on end
Road Trips with 

BRVIH! Vermont Bilodeau Woodhull winning 
house olympics

Lville advice dont be afraid to 
network

do extracurriculars 
that you genuinley 

find fun

take everything one 
day at a time

Memories will come 
from having fun, not 

homework

Stay past 3 pm once in 
a while #flaky Avoid Day Students. 

the class that sounds 
fun is better than 

honors bio

Mbappé & Haaland: Heirs to the Throne?
Kyle ParK ’22

SPortS aSSociate

Regardless of which soccer team you 
support, you’ve probably engaged with the 
age-old debate of the 2010s: Lionel Messi 
or Cristiano Ronaldo? The legendary duo 
has shattered every record possible, win-
ning the Ballon d’Or––the most presti-
gious individual accolade––a combined 
11 times. It has been a privilege to witness 
both players craft their legacies within 
the soccer community; nonetheless, with 
Ronaldo now 36 and Messi 33, their era 
is gradually ending. Luckily, there seems 
to be a new duo on the rise, Europe’s most 
heralded young players: Kylian Mbappé 
and Erling Haaland.  

This is an easy narrative to follow if you 
watched last week’s Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA) Cham-
pions League matchups. Mbappé’s Paris 
Saint-Germain FC (PSG) demolished 
Messi’s FC Barcelona, with the 22-year-
old becoming the first opposition player 
to score a hat-trick at the Nou Camp 
since 1997. Leading his team to a 4-1 vic-
tory against Ronald Koeman’s Barcelona, 
Mbappé demonstrated an acute under-
standing that elite players must produce 
exceptional performances on big occa-
sions. In Seville, Borussia Dortmund’s 
Haaland did not lag behind, netting twice 
and recording an assist in a 3-1 victory 
against Sevilla FC. On the other hand, 
Messi did score for Barcelona but was ul-
timately ruled irrelevant as PSG thumped 

Despite intense pressure from the opposi-
tion, Mbappé instinctively chose the latter 
and created the crucial goal opportunity 
that would provide PSG a win.  

That said, the same game against Liver-
pool exposed how Mbappé can be shack-
led by quality defenders and revealed how 
the Frenchman’s game often requires 
his surrounding conditions to be ideal. 
Mbappé thrives when his team plays on 
the break, making his style somewhat 
one-dimensional; his pace and ability to 
dribble past his defender most often come 
in handy during counterattacks. Through-
out France’s victorious 2018 World Cup 
campaign, France constantly fed the ball 
to Mbappé, who positioned himself wide 
and high on the pitch to capitalize on 
transitional moments. The system worked 
for Mbappé because it accommodated 
him, with defender Benjamin Pavard and 
midfielder Paul Pogba supporting the 

youngster, as opposed to Mbappé morph-
ing his game to fit the system’s needs. 

Likewise, Haaland is an amazing tal-
ent whose value rapidly rose given his 
goal-scoring exploits and great physical-
ity. Last season, Haaland netted 40 goals 
in 44 matches, a superb performance that 
earned him the Golden Boy Award––an 
annual honor given to the most impres-
sive young player. This season, he currently 
has 25 goals in 27 matches. The striker’s 
stats are even more impressive when 
compared to Messi and Ronaldo. In the 
Champions League, Haaland has scored 
18 goals before turning 21; Messi man-
aged only eight goals by age 21, whereas 
Ronaldo didn’t get his first until he was 
22. 

While goals are the most impera-
tive aspect to consider when defining a 
striker’s career, Haaland needs to develop 
his passing ability to truly join the cabal 

his team. Ronaldo’s Juventus FC also fal-
tered, suffering a shocking 2-1 defeat to 
FC Porto. 

When examining Mbappé’s perfor-
mances, a few attributes stand out: pace, 
dribbling, and decision making. The last 
quality is the crucial component that has 
distinguished the forward from the pack. 
Mbappé possesses the ability to make 
quick decisions while the game is in full 
flow, allowing him to be economical with 
the ball. Mbappé’s role in Neymar’s goal 
against Liverpool in the 2018 Champions 
League is a perfect snapshot of the French 
wonderboy’s intelligence. When Mbappé 
received a pass from Neymar in his own 
half, he had two options: dribble the ball 
forward using his incredible pace or lay 
it off to the oncoming Brazilian. Defer-
ring to Neymar had a greater chance of 
success, given that teammate Edinson 
Cavani made a run down the middle. 

of elite attackers. With only two assists 
in last year’s Bundesliga season, statistics 
show that Haaland touches the ball fewer 
times per game than 90 percent of strikers 
in the big five leagues (Premier League, 
Bundesliga, Ligue 1, La Liga, and Serie 
A). Moreover, he attempts fewer passes 
per game than three-quarters of these 
forwards––thus, Haaland’s presence on 
the field is often limited to his contribu-
tions in the 18-yard box. Furthermore, 
according to FBref.com, the majority of 
Haaland’s passes are short (45 percent) 
and medium (51 percent) in length, rarely 
providing long balls (4 percent) which 
hints at his lack of ability to spread the 
field. 

Considering their youth, it’s difficult 
to predict how Mbappé and Haaland’s 
careers will progress. Yet, one thing is 
for sure: reaching the level of Messi and 
Ronaldo will be extremely challeng-
ing. Messi and Ronaldo have showcased 
great versatility throughout their careers, 
which has enabled them to successfully 
bring their play to the next level. Ron-
aldo morphed from a winger to a de-facto 
center-forward, while Messi transitioned 
from a wide attacker to a “false nine” to 
a general playmaker, content to dictate 
from midfield. So, Mbappé’s heavy reli-
ance on pace or his teammates’ support, 
and Haaland’s mediocre passing, are clear 
areas of improvement. If these areas are 
not addressed, Mbappé and Haaland are 
unlikely to reach the heights of Messi and 
Ronaldo. 

Courtesy of The Sun
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Bilodeau Prepares for First Season as Boys Golf Coach
andrew lee ’22
SPortS aSSociate

Over the past year, Lawrenceville has had 
to find crafty ways to adapt to the Covid-19 
pandemic. In the fall, there were a number of 
changes:faculty and students experimented 
with hybrid setups, routine testing kept the 
campus relatively Covid-19-free, and online 
Zoom classes made remote learning possible. 
Likewise, the Big Red Golf program has 
had to adapt through a turbulent year. As 
in-person classes at Lawrenceville make 
their return this spring, the Big Red Golf 
Program plans to resume competition with 
big changes to accompany it, namely the 
installment of a new head coach, Etienne 
Bilodeau.

As an avid golfer himself, mathematics 
teacher, and current Level Director of 
Circle Houses, Mr. Bilodeau first joined 
the Lawrenceville Boys Golf Program 
as an assistant coach under former Head 
Coach and former Chair of the History 
Department Tim Doyle. When Doyle 
retired at the end of the 2018-19 academic 
year, Bilodeau was promoted to the head 

coach position, assuming the duties of junior 
varsity ( JV) and varsity roster management 
(as well as match-to-match changes), player 
development, and schedule planning with 
team captains, among other tasks. However, 
due to the cancellation of an in-person spring 
term in 2020 and what would have been an 
inaugural team trip to Florida over spring 
break, Bilodeau had to wait another year 
until he could make his competitive debut 
as the team’s new head coach.

One of the biggest obstacles facing 
the Boys Golf Team is the change of 
its home course. Though the course 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

“[didn’t] necessarily play long in yardage,” 
Bilodeau stated, “it’s one that offers a nice 
challenge given its configuration,” one 
that has certainly stumped its fair share of 
Lawrenceville student-athletes, faculty, and 
alumni. However, due to the construction 
of the Tsai Dining and Athletic Center, 
the once beautiful 8th and 9th holes of 
Lawrenceville’s home golf course have seen 
their fair share of modifications, to say the 
least, leaving the golf program in somewhat 
of a compromised situation. “It has been 
a bit of a year in flux—not necessarily 
because of Covid[-19] but because of the 

Bilodeau’s biggest priorities is to provide 
the team a communal experience. “As 
far as this season is concerned, [I want 
to] keep providing that opportunity for 
players to come and gather and improve 
on their game…both for the short-term 
and long-term enjoyment of the game,” 
he stated. He reflects on last fall, where 
under guidelines such as Best For All 
Agreement, he managed to organize weekly 
practices for the golf team. “My main goal 
is to make [this upcoming season] an 
extension of what the fall was, but to add 
a bit of a systematic structure. It’ll be nice 
to reestablish continuity to what we do on 
an everyday basis.”

The mark of a true golfer is the ability to 
adapt situation by situation—whether that 
be hitting a low stinger to avoid dragging 
winds, playing putt-by-putt to the green’s 
lie, or shaping shots to avoid the lanky 
trees. With a new head coach in Bilodeau, 
the Lawrenceville Golf program returns 
this spring after nearly two years without 
competition, and, like true golfers, they look 
to retain a team structure while adapting to 
any situation put in front of them.

changing landscape of our golf course,” 
Bilodeau stated. Nonetheless, the majority of 
Lawrenceville’s course has remained intact, 
and Bilodeau “[looks] forward to continuing 
to take advantage of the course.” Bilodeau 
is confident that the team can adapt to the 
circumstances: “We all know that we can 
get very creative with our course,” Bilodeau 
stated. “If we had to play an inter-squad and 
host a home match, we would find [some 
loops] and map out a set of nine holes.”

Another uncertainty of the upcoming 
season could be the scheduling. Traditionally, 
the Lawrenceville Boys Golf team opens 
the season with a match against The 
Peddie School, with home and away games 
against The Hill School for “the Crooked 
Stick” sprinkled in the schedule. However, 
specific locations and dates have yet to be 
finalized due to regulations about high 
school competitions given the Covid-19 
situation. Nonetheless, the boys golf team 
remains ambitious for the season. Coach 
Bilodeau stated, “I think it’s time we get 
the Crooked Stick back, and it’s time we 
defeat Peddie.”

For the upcoming season, one of coach 


